Fourth Sunday in Lent - Laetare (3/22/2020)

The Litany
O Lord,
have mercy.
O Christ,
have mercy.
O Lord,
have mercy.
O Christ,
hear us.
God the Father in heaven,
have mercy.
God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
have mercy.
God the Holy Spirit,
have mercy.
Be gracious to us.
Spare us, good Lord.
Be gracious to us.
Help us, good Lord.

From all sin, from all error, from all evil;
From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death;
From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from rebellion;
From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from everlasting
death:

Good Lord, deliver us.

By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity;
By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your
cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial;
By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the
Comforter:

Help us, good Lord.

In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the
day of judgment:

Help us, good Lord.

We poor sinners implore You

to hear us, O Lord.

To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers of

Your Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word and to
sustain them in holy living;
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To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all who
have erred and are deceived;

To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and to
accompany Your Word with Your grace and Spirit:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help the
weakhearted and the distressed:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and strife; to
give our country Your protection in every time of need,

To direct and defend our [president/queen/king] and all in authority; to bless and protect
our magistrates and all our people;

To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect and
guide all who travel;

To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing
happiness in their blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for them;

To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in bondage;
and to have mercy on us all:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give and
preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our prayers:
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,

we implore You to hear us.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace.

O Christ,

hear us.

O Lord,

have mercy.

O Christ,

have mercy.

O Lord,

have mercy. Amen.



743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure
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1 Je - sus, price-less trea - sure, Fount of pur - est plea - sure,
2 In Thine arms I rest me; Foes who would mo - lest me
3 Sa - tan, 1 de - fy thee; Death, I now de-cry thee;
4 Hence, all earth-ly trea - sure! Je - sus is my plea - sure,
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Tru - est friend to me, Ah, how long in an - guish
Can - not reach me here. Though the earth be shak - ing,
Fear, 1 bid thee cease. World, thou shalt not harm me
Je - sus is  my choice. Hence, all emp-ty glo - ry!
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Shall my spir - it lan - guish, Yearn - ing, Lord, for Thee?
Ev - ’ry heart be quak - ing, Je - sus calms my fear
Nor  thy threats a - larm me While I sing of peace.
Naught to me thy sto - ry Told with tempt - ing voice.
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Thou art mine, O Lamb di - vine! 1 will suf - fer
Light - nings flash And thun - ders crash; Yet, though sin and
God’s great pow’r Guards ev - ’ry hour; Earth and all its
Pain or loss, Or shame or cross, Shall not from my
0 | .
[ | | ! Il |
e T —
A3V | | A I P o r o | | I |
Py ' l ® e b () =
naught to hide Thee; Naught I ask  be - side Thee.
hell as - sail me, Je - sus will not fail me.
depths a - dore Him, Si - lent bow be - fore Him.
Sav - ior move me Since He deigns to love me.
5  Evil world, I leave thee; 6 Hence, all fear and sadness!

Thou canst not deceive me,
Thine appeal is vain.
Sin that once did blind me,
Get thee far behind me,
Come not forth again.
Past thy hour,
O pride and pow’r;
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever,
Leave thee now forever.

For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in.
Those who love the Father,
Though the storms may gather,
Still have peace within.
Yea, whate’er
| here must bear,
Thou art still my purest pleasure,
Jesus, priceless treasure!

Text and tune: Public domain



Reading John 6:1-15

LAfter this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of
Tiberias. 2And a large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs that he was
doing on the sick. 3Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples.
“Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. SLifting up his eyes, then, and seeing
that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread,
so that these people may eat?” ®He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would
do. "Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii would not buy enough bread for each of
them to get a little.” 80One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him,
%“There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so
many?” %esus said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So
the men sat down, about five thousand in number. *1Jesus then took the loaves, and when he
had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as
they wanted. 2And when they had eaten their fill, he told his disciples, “Gather up the
leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost.” 3So they gathered them up and filled twelve
baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten. **When the
people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is to come
into the world!”

5perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king,
Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

Sermon

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life - everlasting. Amen.



Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
asitisin heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Prayer
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we
deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of
body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks
for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that we turn from our wickedness and
live. Graciously behold Your people who plead to You and spare us. Withdraw the scourge of
Your wrath and be moved in mercy to turn away this pestilence from us; for the sake of Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Prayer Requests (not printed)
Concluding prayers:

Almighty God, merciful Father, who created and completed all things, on this day when the
work of our calling begins anew, we implore You to create its beginning, direct its
continuance, and bless its end, that our doings may be preserved from sin, our life sanctified,
and our work this day be well pleasing to You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have
kept me this night from all harm and danger; and | pray that You would keep me this
day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into
Your hands | commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.



Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.
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